About Ac

Is & Oiledn acia i geontae Mhaigh Eo an t-oilean is mé as na hoileain uile ar chésta Atlantach na hEireann,
Is vilean sléibhtitil & a bhfuil cuid de na cnoic air suas'le 2,000 troigh ar airde. Téann an chuid sin den oiledin

a bhfuil sléibhte air sios chioih fada leis an gcosta in aiteanna, rud a chiallaionn go bhfuil aillte an-arda air, Is ar
an taobh & thuaidh agus ar an taobh 6 dheas den oilean ata banna cluiteacha an Fhéid Dhuibh agus Chuan Mo de
chuid chosta Mhaigh Eo.

Ar feadh na geéadta bhi an-chuid pobal talmhaioch intire ann, ach thiinig meath orthu sin tar éis an Ghorta Mhéir
i lar na naot na haoise déag. Mar gheall air sin, d’imigh go leor oileanach le gabhail i mbun oibre

ag amanna airithe den bhliain. Mar a bhi amhlaidh le pobail eile ar an gedsta Atlantach, agus pobai

hairithe, bhi na tithe de dhéantis primitibheach, agus nior thainig moran feabhais air sin thar na céadta blianta.

Chuir na feabhsuithe éagsila i gcursai iompair isteach go hOilean Acla le himirce shéasurach le linn na naotd haoise
deag Osclaiodh Droichead Mhichil Daibhéid ata 120 troigh ar leithead agus a théann trasna Ghob an Choire sa

in 1887 agus eriochnaiodh an bothar jarainn idir Cathair na Mart agus Oilean Acla idir na blianta 1894-95.
L iodh an géargha a bhi le'bothar jarainn nuair a tharla tubaiste Chuan Mo i mi an Mheithimh, 1894, nuair a
d’iompaigh bad a | farantdireachta béal faoi agus cailleadh 32 oileanach de bhunu Acla.

Mothern Iretand

Dorwgal

&ENIEEL Mayo
e Ireland
.culwll

Wexfard

Monument to the vietims of Michael Davitt Bridge - Achill’s link to the maintand Achill Raitway Station and yard
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extends right down to the coast in places, resulting in very high
cliffs, North and south of the island are the famous Blacksod
and Clew bays of the Mayo coastline.

For centuries there were numerous agricultural communities
inland, but those declined after the Great Famine of the mid-
nineteenth century, causing many islanders to leave Achill to
work elsewhere, at certain times of the year, In common with
other communities of the Atlantic seaboard, and especially
island communities, housing was of a very primitive type, with
little improvement over hundreds of years.

Seasonal migration was aided by various improvements in
transport access to Achill during the nineteenth century. The
120ft Michael Davitt Bridge across Achill Sound was opened in
1887 and the Westport-Achill railway was completed during
1894-5. The need for the railway was underlined by the Clew
Bay disaster of June 1894, when a local ferry boat capsized and
32 Achill islanders lost their lives.
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- The beauty of Achill’s coastline - a view from Atlantic Drive
Is e Acaill ann an siorrachd Mhaigh Eo an t-eilean as motha
san t-sreath de dh'eileanan ann an Eirinn a tha a’ ruith ri oirthir
a ain Shiar. Tha an t-eilean lan bheanntan le feadhainn dhiubh
ag igh gu 2,000 troigh de dh’ airde. Ann an aiteachan tha an
cearnaidh cnocach seo a’ ruighinn sios gu na creagan arda aig a’
chosta. Aig ceann a tuath agus ceann a deas an eilein tha na
baghan ainmeil, Cuan an Fhoid Duibh agus Cuan Md, air oithir
Mhaigh Eo.

Airson linntean bha coimhearsnachdan aiteachais lionmhor
a-staigh san tir, ach chrion iad sin &s déidh Gort Mhor na
nasidheamh linne deug, ag adhbhrachadh dha maran eileanaich
Acaill fhagail agus obair fhaighinn ann an aiteachan eile aig
amannan sénraichte den bhliadhna. Coltach ri co-chomainn eile
air oirthir a' Chuain Shiair, agus gu h-araid nabaidheachdan sna
h-eileanan, bha taigheadas san fharsaingeachd glé fhada air ais,
gun moran "leasachaidh ga dh&anamh air thairis air na ceudan
de bhliadhnaichean.

Bha imrich seusanail nas fhasa do dhaoine as déidh diofar Keel Beach at sunset

leasachaidhean air comhdhail a' ruighinn Acaill tron naoidheamh

linn deug. Chaidh Drochaid Mhicheil Mhic Dhaibhéid, san robh 120 troigh tarsainn air Gob an Choire, fhosgladh ann
an 1887 agus chaidh crioch a chur air an rathad iarainn eadar Cathair na Mart agus Acaill sa bhliadhna 1894-5.
Chaidh an cruaidh-fheum a bh' ann air an rathad arainn a dhearbhadh le mor-thubaist Cuan Mé san Ogmhios 1894,
nuair a chuir bat'-aiseig ionadail car dhi agus chaill 32 eileanaich a Acaill am beatha.



